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bitter fighting industrially. Anyone who men-
tioned seriously such proposals as eight-hour day,
minimum wage, right to work, municipal housing
schemes, was classed as a fool. Even safety regu-
lations in mines and factories were denounced as
interference with the freedom of the individual. It
was regarded as an offence against the laws of
nature and ruinous to the State for public author-
ities to give food to starving children or aid poor
old people without taking their independence away.
" These cruel heartless dogmas were backed
up by quotations from Jeremy Bentham,
Malthus and Herbert Spencer, and by a bogus
interpretation of Darwin's theory of evolution ;
were accepted as part of the unalterable laws
of nature, sacred and inviolable, and were
maintained by statesmen, town councillors,
ministers of the Gospel, and, strangest of all,
by the bulk of the Trade Union leaders. That
was the political, social and religious element
in which our Party saw the light/5
It was committed to Socialism from the start.
Hardie had deterpiined on this, and was able
to bear down the opposition of the trade union
delegates, who voted against it. Now he had
a body of pledged followers, and soon he was in
control of a weekly paper such as had long been
in his mind. This was the Labour Leader, till
now a monthly : it gave Hardie the opportunity
to make known without delay the Socialist view
of all public events.